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Mitra Tabrizian studied film and photography at the University of Westminster, in London. She has published 
and exhibited widely and in major international museums and galleries, including Tate Britain, Tate Modern, 
Museum of Modern Art, Stockholm, Sweden and Folkwang Museum, Essen, Germany. Her work is represented 
in major museum collections. Her first relevant piece of work came out of her collaboration with Andy Golding 
in the photographic series The Blues 1986-87, and Surveillance, 1990. She has published widely, both articles 
and photo-essays, in international newspapers and magazines. She is currently teaching Image at the University 
of Westminster, in London, United Kingdom.

Naked city
¨Reminiscent of stills from crime movies, Naked City focuses on the moment before or after the crime, yet 
leaving the criminal event outside the frame. What these photographs portray then are people’s reactions to 
the event, whether they are the victim, the victimiser or the witness. In a society over-saturated with violence, 
where we have become immune to it, Naked City constructs fragments of narratives, referencing the raw reality 
of everyday life (some alluding to real events); from gang culture and racial violence, to the brutality against 
old people, to random attacks by happy slappers* to our indifference when witnessing street violence. So the 
crime becomes perfect when no one cares, and violence goes on, unnoticed, except for those who have been 
subjected to it. Most of the settings are of unwanted spaces where no one wants to be; a waste land, disused 
warehouse, isolated street, abandoned underground, or a dark forest, no longer beautiful, but threatening, or a
domestic space, no longer safe, but unsafe. Most of the characters are pushed to the edge, not knowing how to 
meet the unexpected, all of which construct a mise-enscène which is unsettling. So, at a metaphorical level the 
city is stripped bare, revealing the dark side of our contemporary existence where we remain in a state of limbo, 
like the characters in the Naked City, unable to understand the new condition we are facing!.¨ Mitra Tabrizian

(*) Happy-slapper: recent trend amongst groups of teenagers who perpetrate arbitrary attacks against pedestrians, film them on their 
mobiles and then publish the images on the Internet.
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